
"Transfiguring Faith” 
Luke 9:28-36 

May God guard us from growing bored with the simple 
presence of Jesus and simple acts of worship (28-32) 
 One week had passed since Jesus had revealed the 
incredible truth about what was required to truly follow Him. No 
doubt his disciples were still wondering about what it meant to 
deny themselves and to take up their crosses daily. Jesus surely 
could have taken the time to explain what He meant in more 
detail, but it was much more effective to simply show them. 
Jesus was the example of self-denial and cross bearing. Jesus 
was on His way to Jerusalem to die on a cross. In order to 
prepare for this purpose, however, Jesus didn't organize a great 
revival service. Jesus didn't create a worship experience with 
lights and smoke and great sound. Jesus simply took a few 
disciples and went to a quiet place on a mountain to pray. It was 
a moment that was  apparently boring for the disciples because 
they all fell asleep! But it was a moment that was incredible for 
Jesus. In this simple moment of prayer, His appearance was 
transfigured and His heart was strengthened through the 
encouragement that the Father sent to Him, and the disciples 
almost missed it... 

1. You're there right now on the mountain top with Jesus. 
It's quiet, and He's praying.... 

2. Is His presence alone exciting enough to keep you awake? 
3. Is the worship in prayer enough to hold your attention? 
4. Share your struggles to "stay awake." 
5. Pray for each other that God would protect your hearts 

against growing used to the presence of Jesus and the 
power of simple acts of worship. 

May God protect us from our tendency to want to memorialize 
moments where we've experienced His presence in a dynamic 
way (33) 
 The disciples wake up to an amazing sight. They see Jesus 
with an incredible and glorious glow, and they see Moses and 
Elijah standing right there in front of them talking to Jesus! It 
must have taken them a minute to figure out that this wasn't a 
dream, and once they did, Peter spoke up for the speechless 
group. He didn't know what to say, but what He said revealed 
that He didn't want this moment to end. Peter wanted to 
memorialize this dynamic experience of the presence of God's 
Kingdom. Peter wanted to make it last. Peter wanted to keep 
Jesus right there on the mountain top. Peter wanted more than 
just Jesus though; he also wanted Moses and Elijah to stay! 
What's the matter with all of this? Instead of following Jesus 
wherever He goes, Peter wanted to stop Jesus from going and 
put Jesus in a "box!" The problem was that this moment wasn't 
for this moment. This moment was for the preparation of Jesus 
for the cross. This moment was for the moments that were 
coming in the lives of Peter and John and James. This moment 
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was a moment to grow their faith and not to make their faith 
stand still. 

1. Share in your group about times that you each 
experienced God's presence in a dynamic way. 

2. Do you ever struggle with wanting to re-live those 
moments? Putting Jesus in a box? Why? 

3. Discuss what the disciples would have missed out on 
experiencing if they had built the booths and stayed on 
that mountain. 

4. In what ways does our faith family stand at risk of 
building booths and putting Jesus in a box? 

May God give us the ability to always keep the words of Jesus 
above our wants from Jesus (34-35) 
 We can only imagine what the disciples were thinking 
when the presence of the Father descended around them in a 
thick cloud on the top of the mountain. They were afraid, and 
they surely hid themselves from the consuming cloud that 
surrounded and covered them. Then the Father spoke. We can 
only imagine the power and the presence of His voice, but we 
know the power and the purpose of His words. The Father 
confirmed Jesus' identity to the disciples, and then He 
commanded the disciples to "listen" to Jesus. The message was 
clear: Stop talking and stop telling Jesus what you want to do 
and start listening to and doing what He tells you to do. The 
mountain top experience had a purpose, which was to grow their 
faith in Jesus and to strengthen their understanding of what it 
means to deny themselves, take up their cross and follow Him. 

1. Examine your time with the Lord through the week. How 
much are you talking, and how much are you listening? 

2. What is the key to listening to Jesus? 
3. Share in group about the different ways that the group 

has found to study and to listen to the Word of God. 
4. Discuss what the group can do this week to be obedient 

to God's command to listen to Jesus...and to obey! 

May God remind us that Jesus Christ alone is all that's needed 
for transfiguring our faith (36) 
 What a powerful verse! The cloud with the presence of 
the Father disappears, and Moses and Elijah are gone. The only 
person remaining on the mountain with the disciples is Jesus. 
What a powerful picture of the reminder for the disciples that 
Jesus is all that they need. After this mountain top experience 
with Jesus, their faith was surely transfigured. They were 
reminded that the simple presence of Jesus is sufficient. On the 
mountain top and in every other place in life, Jesus is sufficient. 
Simple steps of obedience are all that are needed. 

1. Allow someone to share their testimony about how their 
faith was transfigured when Jesus became enough. 

2. What are some things that people try to add to Jesus in 
attempting to grow their faith or find faith? Why? 

3. Is anyone in the group doing this? Know someone who is? 
4. Identify one person who needs to know that Jesus is 

enough, and commit to tell them this week about Jesus.
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